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Goals and Philosophy 

Northern Maple High School seeks to provide an inclusive and equitable learning experience to 

students, both in an online environment and traditional in-class setting. Meeting the diverse needs 

of students and accommodating the various learning styles is the primary goal of Northern Maple. 

Our highly customized delivery is tailored to provide a personalized learning experience and equip 

students with the key twenty-first century competencies they will need to achieve excellence and 

display citizenship in a contemporary world.  

The school philosophy is to cater to the individual needs of each student through highly 

personalized teaching and collaborative support, so that every student can reach his or her true 

potential, whether in a virtual environment or traditional face-to-face setting. Further details about 

the support and nature of customization offered can be obtained from the school office. Northern 

Maple is committed to help every student achieve a successful outcome from their secondary school 

experience, and become prosperous and responsible individuals. 

 

Value and Importance of Completing a Secondary Education 

It is vital to complete a secondary education, as it creates the foundation for communities to achieve 

their goals in an ever-changing, globalized world. Educational attainment is now the single most 

important indicator of household income and future success. A secondary education allows 

individuals to develop the skills that will be needed to build further upon to apply to a variety of 

career goals and objectives. At Northern Maple, we understand that the knowledge learners acquire 

during their secondary education is invaluable and we ensure that all students are well-rounded 

and prepared for whichever path they choose beyond high school. The school recommends that 

students stay in high school until the age of 18, which is also a legal requirement. 

 

Education Amendment Act (Learning to Age 18) 

According to Bill 52 entitled, The Education Amendment Act (Learning to Age 18), 2006, c. 28, 

students cannot withdraw from pursuing secondary education before the age of 18 unless they 

have already graduated. The Bill aims to prepare students for work placements or further studies, 

at either college or university. The Bill further recognizes that the education system should 

challenge and engage students of different learning styles and make their education more relevant 

to their interests. For more information, please visit https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s06028. 

 

School Organization 

Northern Maple’s school year is divided into two semesters during the academic year and one 

summer school term. The first semester starts in September, after Labour Day, and runs until the 

end of January. The second semester begins in February and lasts until the end of June. The summer 

term takes place in the months of July and August.  

Online courses can be enrolled into all year round and students are allowed six calendar months to 

complete the course. 
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Northern Maple also offers customized 1-to-1 course delivery of part-time credits, with the 

approval of the principal. Customized schedules are offered all year round to meet the specific 

learning needs and preferences of our students. Appointments to discuss customized schedules can 

be booked on the school website. 

 

Code of Conduct and Safe School Policy 

Northern Maple follows the standards that are consistent with the provincial Code of Conduct, as 

outlined by the Policy/Program Memorandum No. 128, dated August 29, 2019 (PPM No. 128). Our 

school is a place that promotes responsibility, respect, civility and academic excellence in a safe 

teaching and learning environment. All members of the school community, including students, 

teachers, parents, and other school staff, have the right to be safe and feel safe in their school 

community, and also during their online education. Cybersecurity is of utmost importance, and the 

school follows the Personal Information Protection and Electronics Documents Act (PIPEDA) to 

safeguard the collection and storage of students’ information online. 

All students are expected to foster a positive and safe school environment for the well-being of each 

other, as well as teachers and other school staff. As active and engaged members of the school 

community, students must be aware of these rights, and also accept responsibility for protecting 

these rights for themselves and others. Any actions that put members of the school community at 

risk will be dealt with in a strict manner, in accordance with PPM No. 128. The official PPM No. 128 

document can be obtained from the school office. 

 

Students’ Responsibilities  

All members of the school community are to be treated with respect and dignity, especially persons 

in positions of authority. The possession, use or threatened use of any object to injure another 

person endangers the safety of oneself and others and will not be tolerated under any 

circumstances.  

Furthermore, alcohol and illegal drugs are addictive and harmful to your health. Northern Maple 

will respond strongly to school members who are in possession of, or under the influence of alcohol 

or narcotic substances, including cannabis products.  

Insults, disrespect, and other hurtful acts disrupt learning and teaching in a school community. 

Members of the school community have a responsibility to maintain an environment where conflict 

and differences can be addressed in a manner characterized by respect and civility. 

 

Attendance Expectations 

Regular attendance is necessary for success in any learning process and to help build a stronger 

community to prevent conflict within the school environment. Persistent absenteeism makes it 

difficult for the student to demonstrate achievement of the curriculum expectations and also 

influences students to become involved activities that may not be in the best interests of the 

school community. Attendance at Northern Maple will be closely monitored, both in-class and for 

online courses. Persistent absence and lateness may result in withdrawal from the course or 

expulsion from the school. Students should carefully review the school attendance policy. 
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Students enrolled in online courses will have six months to complete a course credit, and regular 

attendance and participation is required to fulfill the 110 hours in an efficient manner. The 

principal will decide if attendance is sufficient to receive credit. 

Moreover, students are also required to attend school until they reach the age of eighteen or 

graduate, as per Bill 52. 

 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 

In order to earn the Ontario Secondary School Diploma a student must complete 30 credits: 

• Eighteen (18) compulsory credits 

• Twelve (12) additional optional credits 

• Complete 40 hours of community involvement activities 

• Successfully meet the Ontario provincial literacy requirement. 

 

Compulsory Credits 

Students must earn the following compulsory credits in order to obtain the Ontario 

Secondary School Diploma: 

- 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade) 

• The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) may be used to meet either the Grade 

11 or the Grade 12 English compulsory credit requirement. 

• The Grade 11 Contemporary Aboriginal Voices course may be used to meet the Grade 11 English 

compulsory credit requirement. 

• For English language learners the requirement may be met through earning a maximum of 3 

credits in English as a second language (ESL) or English literacy development (ELD); the fourth 

credit must be a Grade 12 compulsory English course. 

- 3 credits in mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12)  

- 2 credits in science 

- 1 credit in the arts 
• The Grade 9 Expressing Aboriginal Cultures course may be used to meet the compulsory credit 

requirement in the arts. 

- 1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9) 

- 1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10) 

- 1 credit in French as a second language 

• Students who have taken Native languages in place of French as a second language in elementary 

school may use a Level 1 or 2 Native language course to meet the compulsory credit requirement for 

French as a second language. 

- 1 credit in health and physical education 

- 0.5 credit in career studies 

- 0.5 credit in civics 

- 3 additional credits, consisting of 1 credit from each of the following groups: 
• Group 1: English (including the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course), French as a second 

language, classical languages, international languages, Native languages, Canadian and world studies, 

Native studies, social sciences and humanities, guidance and career education, cooperative education 

• Group 2: French as a second language, the arts, business studies, health and physical education, 

cooperative education 
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• Group 3: French as a second language, science (Grade 11 or 12), computer studies, technological 

education, co-operative education 

• A maximum of 2 credits in French as a second language may count as additional compulsory credits, 

1 credit from Group 1, and 1 credit from either Group 2 or 3 

• A maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education may count as additional compulsory credits, 

selected from any of Groups 1, 2, or 3. 

 

 

Optional Credits 

In addition to the 18 compulsory credits described above, students must also complete 12 optional 

credits to achieve the OSSD. Students may earn these credits by successfully completing courses 

that they have selected from the ones listed as available at Northern Maple, or at other institutions. 

 

The Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC) 

The Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC) will be granted, on request, to students who are 

leaving secondary school upon reaching the age of eighteen without having met the requirements 

for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma. To be granted an OSSC, a student must have earned a 

minimum of 14 credits. The OSSC follows the same compulsory credit substitution policy as the 

OSSD. 

The credits for the completion of the OSSC are divided into 7 compulsory credits and 7 optional 

credits, distributed as follows: 

 

Required Compulsory Credits Optional Credits 

• 2 credits in English 
• 1 credit in mathematics 
• 1 credit in science 
• 1 credit in Canadian history or Canadian geography 
• 1 credit in health and physical education 
• 1 credit in the arts, computer studies, or technological 

education 
 

Any other 7 credits from the 

courses listed as available at 

Northern Maple High School, or at 

other institutions. 

 

 

Substitutions for Compulsory Credits 

Substitutions may be made for a limited number of compulsory courses, to help students become 

engaged in their secondary education and ensure that all students can qualify for the OSSD, based 

on their best interests. These substitution courses must be selected from the course offerings at 

Northern Maple High School and meet the requirements for compulsory credits. To meet individual 

students’ needs, the principal may replace up to three of these courses (or the equivalent of half 

courses) with the courses that meet the compulsory credit requirements. Each substitution is at the 

discretion of the principal and will be noted on the student’s Ontario Student Transcript (OST). 
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There are some important restrictions to the substitutions for compulsory credits. In any case, the 

sum of the compulsory and optional credits will not equal less than 30 credits, in order to achieve 

the Ontario Secondary School Diploma. 

 

The Secondary School Literacy Graduation Requirement 

Students must pass the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test which is administered annually in 

March. Passing the test is a requirement of the OSSD. Students who do not pass the test may take 

the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC). The principal has the discretion to allow a 

student to enrol in the OSSLC before he or she has had a second opportunity to take the OSSLT, if 

the principal determines that it is in the best educational interests of the student. Students who 

pass the course are considered to have met the literacy graduation requirement and the final result 

is recorded on the student’s transcript. 

In the case of accommodations, special provisions, deferrals and exemptions, the principal will 

contact the EQAO directly to apply for them if the need arises. The nature of the accommodations 

will be discussed to serve the best interests of the student. 

 

Community Involvement 

All students must complete a minimum of 40 hours of unpaid community involvement 

activities in order to achieve OSSD graduation status. The community involvement hours are 

required on top of the 30 credits for the completion of the OSSD. The purpose of this activity is 

to remind students of their community obligations and to encourage them to make a selfless 

contribution to society.  

Students are responsible for completing the required number of hours on their own time, outside of 

instructional time towards the course expectations, and for keeping track of their activities under 

the guidance of the school principal. Students must choose an activity that is approved by the 

school, such as assisting in sports activities at a community centre, helping senior citizens, 

involvement in community events, and volunteering at a hospital or in the community. Students 

will be given a handout during class of the approved and non-approved activities. Any paid activity 

is strictly not allowed. The detailed handout is also available through the school office. 

 

The Certificate of Accomplishment 

Students leaving secondary school upon reaching the age of 18 without having met the 

requirements of the OSSD or the OSSC may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment. The 

Certificate of Accomplishment may be a useful means of recognizing achievement for students who 

plan to take certain kinds of further training, or who plan to find employment directly after leaving 

school. The Certificate of Accomplishment is to be accompanied by the student’s Ontario Student 

Transcript. For students who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a copy may be included. 

Students who return to school to complete additional credit and non-credit courses (including 

courses with modified or alternative expectations in special education programs) will have their 
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transcript updated accordingly but will not be issued a new Certificate of Accomplishment. The 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma or Ontario Secondary School Certificate will be granted when 

the returning student has fulfilled the appropriate requirements. 

 

List of Available Courses 

Students will currently have access to the following courses at Northern Maple High School: 

ENG4U English, Grade 12, University Preparation 

ESLAO English as a Second Language, Level 1, Open 

ESLBO English as a Second Language, Level 2, Open 

MHF4U Advanced Functions, Grade 12, University Preparation 

MCV4U   Calculus and Vectors, Grade 12, University Preparation 

 

Prerequisite Courses and Waiving Prerequisites 

Courses in Grades 10, 11, and 12 generally require a prerequisite course to be completed. A 

prerequisite course is identified by the Ministry of Education guidelines as being essential 

preparation for a particular course that follows. No course apart from the ones identified by the 

Ministry of Education can be counted as a prerequisite course. At Northern Maple, students must 

complete the prerequisite identified for the course they wish to register for. A proof of prerequisite 

completion is mandatory prior to course registration. 

If a student requests that a prerequisite be waived, the principal will determine whether or not 

the prerequisite should be waived. The principal may also initiate consideration of whether a 

prerequisite should be waived. The principal may make the decision in consultation with the 

student, parents, and appropriate school staff. The principal's decision is final and as part of the 

consideration of waiving a prerequisite, the student may be asked to take a special test or 

examination. 

 

Changing Course Types 

A student may enrol in a different type of course in a given subject in Grade 10 than the type he 

or she completed in Grade 9, although doing so may require additional preparation, as 

recommended by the principal. In the case of mathematics, however, the sole prerequisite for 

the Grade 10 academic mathematics course is the Grade 9 academic mathematics course, so a 

student who is planning to move from the Grade 9 applied mathematics course to the Grade 10 

academic mathematics course must take either the designated transfer course or the Grade 9 

academic mathematics course. 

In Grades 10 to 12, a student may change to a different type of course in a given subject provided 

that the student has taken any course specified as a prerequisite for that course. If the student 

has not done so, he or she may take one of the specified prerequisite courses through summer 

school, night school, e-learning, the Independent Learning Centre, or independent study. If the 

principal believes that a student can be successful in a particular course without having taken the 

specified prerequisite course, he may waive the prerequisite. 
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Credit System and Courses 

A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion of a course that has been 

scheduled for a minimum of 110 hours of classroom instruction. Credits are granted to students 

by the school principal, on behalf of the Minister of Education. 

Ontario credit courses have a common course code system: e.g. ENG4U, MPM2D 

Course Name 

(first three characters) 

Grade or Language Level 

(fourth character) 

Course Type 

(fifth character) 

e.g. 

ENG = English 

ESL = English as a Second Language 

SCH = Chemistry 

e.g. 

1 = Grade 9 

3 = Grade 11 

A = Level 1 

e.g. 

C = College 

D = Academic 

U = University 

 

Types of Courses 

Grade 9 and 10 Courses - There are three types of courses offered: 

1. Academic (D) courses develop students’ knowledge and skills through the study of theory and 

abstract problems. These courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and explore related 

concepts as well. They incorporate practical applications as appropriate. 

2. Applied (P) courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and develop students’ knowledge 

and skills through practical applications and concrete examples. Familiar situations are used to 

illustrate ideas, and students are given more opportunities to experience hands-on applications 

of the concepts theories they study. 

3. Open (O) courses, which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate for all students, 

without the specific requirements of university, college, or the workplace in mind. 

 

Grades 11 and 12 Courses – There are five types of courses offered: 

1. College preparation (C) courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills 

they need to meet the entrance requirements for most college programs or for admission to 

specific apprenticeship or other training programs. 

2. University preparation (U) courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and 

skills they need to meet the entrance requirements for university programs. 

3. University/College preparation (M) courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge 

and skills the need to meet the entrance requirements for specific programs offered at 

universities and colleges. 

4. Workplace preparation (E) courses are designed to equip students with the knowledge and 

skills they need to meet the expectations of employers, if they plan to enter the workforce 

directly after graduation, or certain apprenticeship of training programs. 

5. Open (O) courses, with the same expectations as Open courses delivered in Grades 9 and 10. 

Course descriptions and prerequisite information is also available from the Ministry of Education 

online at http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/descript/descri9e.pdf 
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Cooperative Education 

Northern Maple High School does not currently provide cooperative education programs. 

Cooperative education programs provide experiential learning opportunities that include job 

shadowing and other work experience. A cooperative education course is based on a related course, 

or courses, from an Ontario curriculum policy document in which the student is enrolled or which 

he or she has successfully completed. The cooperative education course and the related course 

together comprise of a student’s cooperative education program, designed to suit the student’s best 

interests. A personalized placement learning plan (PPLP) must be developed for all students in a 

cooperative education program. 

 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) is the formal evaluation and credit-granting 

process whereby students may obtain credits for prior learning. Prior learning includes the 

knowledge and skills that students have acquired, in both formal and informal ways, outside an 

Ontario Secondary School. Students may have their knowledge and skills evaluated against the 

course expectations in order to earn credits towards the OSSD. PLAR challenge and equivalency 

may be granted by the principal according to ministry guidelines for PLAR, and the school 

procedure manual. 

The challenge process is the process whereby students' prior learning is assessed for the 

purpose of granting credit for a course developed from a provincial curriculum policy document. 

The equivalency process involves the assessment of credentials from other jurisdictions. 

Equivalency credits will be approved and granted for students who are transferring from home 

schooling, a non-inspected private school, or a school outside Ontario. The principal will 

determine and grant equivalency credits for placement purposes based on their evaluation of the 

student's previous learning, using section 4.3.2 and Appendix 2 in Ontario Schools, Kindergarten 

to Grade 12: Policy and Program Requirements (OS). 

 

Other Ways of Earning Credits 

Students may pursue OSSD credits outside of their home school, primarily through summer school 

programs, night school, e-learning, the Independent Learning Centre (ILC), or independent study 

programs, to fulfil the requirements for achieving the OSSD. More information on the options 

available to students can be found at http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/morestudentsuccess/brochure.pdf 

Additionally, Northern Maple High School may customize courses for students, if in the students’ 

best interests, by adding instructional hours on top of the required 110 hours.  

 

Student Achievement 

Northern Maple High School teaches, assesses, and reports on the achievement of the course 

expectations described by the ministry curriculum documents. The course expectations describe 

the subject matter knowledge and competencies that students are expected to develop and 

demonstrate, and to be assessed and evaluated on. The course expectations are divided into the 
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overall expectations, which describe the broad clusters of knowledge and skills that students are 

expected to demonstrate by the end of each course. The specific expectations describe the 

detailed aspects within each cluster. Together, the overall and specific expectations comprise of the 

curriculum outlined by the Ontario Ministry of Education. 

 
Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement 

Northern Maple’s goal of assessment and evaluation is to enhance student learning by attending to 

individual student’s needs. Northern Maple High School follows a highly inclusive approach in line 

with the seven principles outlined in the ministry policy document Growing Success: Assessment, 

Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 2010. The document details the practices for the 

assessment, evaluation, and reporting of the course expectations, as well as the development of 

learning skills and work habits. The learning skills and work habits consist of: responsibility, 

organization, independent work, collaboration, initiative, and self-regulation. 

 

The seven fundamental principles emphasize that teachers should use practices and procedures 

that are: 

• are fair, transparent, and equitable for all students; 

• support all students, including students with special education needs, those who are learning the 

language of instruction, and those who are First Nation, Métis, or Inuit; 

• are carefully planned to relate to the curriculum expectations and learning goals and, as much as 

possible, to the interests, learning styles and preferences, needs, and experiences of all students; 

• are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year or course 

and at other appropriate points throughout the school year or course; 

• are ongoing, varied in nature, and administered over a period of time to provide multiple 

opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning; 

• provide ongoing descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, meaningful, and timely to support 

improved learning and achievement; 

• develop students’ self-assessment skills to enable them to assess their own learning, set specific 

goals, and plan next steps for their learning. 

 

The principles ensure that assessment, evaluation, and reporting are valid and reliable, and that 

they lead to the improvement of learning for all students. 

 

Assessment is the process of gathering information from a variety of sources that accurately 

reflects how well a student is achieving the curriculum expectations. Evaluation is the process of 

judging the quality of a student’s work on the basis of the categories of achievement criteria, and 

assigning a level of achievement to represent the extent to which the course expectations have 

been met in each course taken.  
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All curriculum expectations must be accounted for in instruction, but evaluation focuses on 

students’ achievement of the overall expectations. A student’s achievement of the overall 

expectations is evaluated on the basis of his or her achievement of related specific expectations. 

The overall expectations are broad in nature, and the specific expectations define the particular 

content or scope of the knowledge and skills referred to in the overall expectations. Teachers will 

use their professional judgement to determine which specific expectations should be used to 

evaluate achievement of the overall expectations, and which ones will be covered in instruction 

and assessment but not necessarily evaluated. 

 

Assessments have been divided into three types as per the ministry policy document: 

 

1. Assessment for Learning 

Assessment FOR Learning is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for the use of 

learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they 

need to go, and how best to go there. Assessments for learning are used to provide feedback 

on students’ progress towards the course expectations and assist with coaching whenever 

necessary. 

2. Assessment as Learning  

Assessment AS Learning is the process of the explicit fostering of students’ capacity over time 

to be their own best assessors, but teachers need to start by presenting and modelling 

external, structured opportunities for students to assess themselves. Assessments as learning 

help students monitor progress, set goals, and reflect on their own learning as well as their 

peers’ learning. 

3. Assessment of Learning  

Assessment OF Learning is the assessment that becomes public and results in statements of 

symbols (marks/grades/levels of achievement) about how well students are learning. It often 

contributes to pivotal decisions that will affect students’ future. Assessments of learning form 

the basis of evaluation and reporting, being used as ways of providing evaluative statements 

about the level of achievement of students. 

 

Evaluation is based on gathering evidence of student achievement through each of the components 

of the triangulation of learning. Therefore, assessments of learning may fall under one component 

or may be a combination of more than one component. The components of the triangulation of 

learning are: 

• Products 

• Observations 

• Conversations 

Products generally consist of tangible material that is completed and handed-in or submitted, such 

as essays and exams. Observations consist of evaluation that is based on visually viewing a project, 

such as a presentation. Conversations may include evaluations based on guided discussions and 

student and teacher conferences. 
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Categories and Levels of Achievement 

The achievement chart for each subject matter is included in the curriculum policy document, 

specific to that discipline. The chart provides a reference point for all assessment practice and a 

framework within which to assess and evaluate student achievement. 

Levels or degrees of achievement are organized into broad learning categories. These include 

communication, knowledge/understanding, application and thinking, and are known as the 

categories of achievement. 

 

Categories of Achievement 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Subject-specific content acquired in each course (knowledge), and the 
comprehension of its meaning and significance (understanding). 

 

Thinking The use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes. 
 

Communication The conveying of meaning through various forms. 
 

Application The use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and 

between various contexts. 

 
 

In all subjects and courses, students should be given numerous and varied opportunities to 

demonstrate the full extent of their achievement of the curriculum expectations (content 

standards) across all four categories of knowledge and skills. 

 

Levels of Achievement 

Level 1 – (50 – 59%) represents achievement that falls much below the provincial standard. The 

student demonstrates the specified knowledge and skills with limited effectiveness. Students must 

work at significantly improving learning in specific areas, as necessary, if they are to be successful 

in the next grade/course  

Level 2 – (60 – 69%) represents achievement that approaches the provincial standard. The student 

demonstrates the specified knowledge and skills with some effectiveness. Students performing at 

this level need to work on identified learning gaps to ensure future success. 

Level 3 – (70 – 79%) represents the provincial standard for achievement. The student 

demonstrates the specified knowledge and skills with considerable effectiveness. Parents of 

students achieving at level 3 can be confident that their children will be prepared for work in 

subsequent grades/courses.  

Level 4 – (80 – 100%) identifies achievement that surpasses the provincial standard. The student 

demonstrates the specified knowledge and skills with a high degree of effectiveness. However, 

achievement at level 4 does not mean that the student has achieved expectations beyond those 

specified for the grade/course. 
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Reporting Student Achievement 

A final grade is recorded for every course and a credit is granted and recorded for every course in 

which the student’s grade is 50% or higher. The final grade is determined as follows: 

• Seventy percent (70%) of the grade will be based on evaluations conducted throughout the 

course. This portion of the grade should reflect the student’s most consistent level of 

achievement throughout the course, although special consideration should be given to more 

recent evidence of achievement. 

• Thirty percent (30%) of the grade will be based on a final evaluation in the form of an 

examination, performance, essay and/or other method of evaluation suitable to the course 

content and administered towards the end of the course. 

 

Each course has a final assessment that can be in the form of a final examination, a final project, or a 

combination of multiple assessments. This combination will comprise the thirty percent of the final 

evaluation required. This final culminating portion will cover the expectations of the entire course 

once again, as outlined by the ministry policy document. Students in the same course will be 

similarly evaluated in a manner that demonstrates how well the course expectations have been 

achieved. Individual closed-book culminating activities, such as a final examination will be 

administered in a controlled and supervised environment. Accommodations will be made for 

students on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Report Cards 

At the end of each course a report card will be given to the student with the percentage final 

grade achieved, credit earned, attendance details and a record of the learning skills 

demonstrated by the student. When Northern Maple High School does not function as the 

student’s home school, a copy of the report card will be delivered to the student’s home school 

upon course completion. In addition to the final report card, a midterm progress report will be 

given, showing the current mark in the course at the midterm point. 

Report cards will be kept in the student’s Ontario Student Record (OSR) and will retained for five 

years after the student leaves the school. 

 

Ontario Student Record (OSR) 

The OSR is the official record for the student and contains report cards and a record of the 

diploma requirements completed, along with other information that is essential to the education 

of the student, including PLAR reports, diagnostic assessments, and individual education plans. 

Students and parents (of students under 18 years old, or with students’ permission if over 18 

years old) have the right to examine the contents of their OSR at any time. In addition, parents of 

students under the age of 18 also have access to children’s OSRs. 
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Ontario Student Transcript (OST) 

The Ontario Student Transcript is the student’s official record of credits earned and other 

graduation requirements completed. All Ontario courses taken by the student at the Grade 11 

and 12 level, whether successfully completed or not, will be recorded on the transcript. If a 

student withdraws from a course within five school days after the mid-way point of the course 

duration, the withdrawal will not be recorded. 

A student’s final result on the Literacy Test as well as confirmation that the student has completed 

the community involvement requirement will also be included on the student transcript. 

 

Full Disclosure 

All courses taken in grade 11 and 12 will be identified on the student’s transcript. Students may 

withdraw from a course up to the midway point of the course’s duration. Changes made after 

that date will result in a ‘W” beside the withdrawn course with the mark at the time of 

withdrawal. Teachers will provide a progress report with the current mark at the midterm date 

set for the course, after which students have five school days to withdraw from the course if they 

decide to. The full disclosure policy is adherent to the ministry policy document The Ontario 

Student Transcript (OST), 2013. 

 

Supports and Resources 

Guidance 

Northern Maple offers students assistance with understanding their academic strengths and 

weaknesses, choosing appropriate courses, and in applying to post-secondary institutions, 

specifically through OUAC and OCAS. Appointments can be made with the guidance counsellor 

to discuss any student concerns about their progress and desired path beyond secondary 

school. The principal will also plan and administer support programs, in agreement with the 

teacher, to help students excel and also reduce the risk of not graduating. 

 

Education and Career Planning Support 

When students begin at Northern Maple, they will review with the principal their educational 

goals and become familiarized with the learning pathway that best suits their academic goals 

and career pathway. The pathway planning will also consider course selection, specifically 

focusing on the prerequisites required to complete the necessary courses in Grade 12 to move 

into the students’ desired post-secondary program. Information on colleges and universities will 

be available through the guidance office, so students can make an informed decision about their 

desired destination, in collaboration with the guidance counsellor, teachers, principal, parents, 

and other support staff. Upon completion of their studies, students will again meet with the 

guidance counsellor and the principal to prepare a personalized transition plan into their post-

secondary directions (university, college or the workplace). 
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Support for Parents 

Parents and students may request learning pathway and any other planning details at any time to 

complete and review with the principal. Parents are reminded of the publicly available information 

from the Ontario Ministry of Education. They may acquire curriculum documents, course 

descriptions and prerequisites, and reporting requirements online, or obtain any information from 

the school office. Appointments are available to be made with the principal to discuss any of the 

implications of the learning pathways and ministry requirements. 

 

Student Accommodations and Modifications 

Instructional, test and environmental accommodations may be given to students upon the 

recommendation by an educational psychologist that is associated with the school. No course 

modifications will be made at this time. 

 

Library, Computers, and Community Resources 

Students are encouraged to visit the local Public Library to conduct secondary research for projects 

that may require it. Several resources are also available online. Online access to libraries and other 

community programs may be made available from the computers in the school common areas. 

Students are also encouraged to research community resources to complete their 40-hour 

community involvement requirements. 

All NMHS students must have access to reliable computers and internet. The school has computers 

available for student use related to their academic studies. Internet access is available through 

these computers. 

 

Support for English Language Learners 

At Northern Maple High School, teachers provide learning opportunities to enable English language 

learners to develop a proficiency in English. These opportunities are integrated into the curriculum 

in all subject areas. Teachers provide instructional programs which address students’ different 

levels of proficiency in English and help these students adjust to a new linguistic, cultural, and 

educational environment. The instructional programs include an assessment of the current English 

proficiency level and developing a parallel ESL program, based on the ESL course expectations 

outlined by the ministry. Students completing the required ESL courses may then transition into 

Grade 11 or Grade 12 English, University Preparation. 

 

Course Outlines 

Detailed course outlines have been prepared for all courses offered at Northern Maple. The outlines 

highlight curriculum expectations, teaching and learning strategies, and assessment and evaluation 

strategies. A copy of each course outline is available through the subject teachers or the school 

office, and also through the ministry policy documents online. 
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English, Grade 12, University Preparation (ENG4U)  

This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical and 

creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyse a 

range of challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures; interpret and 

evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of 

forms. An important focus will be on using academic language coherently and confidently, 

selecting the reading strategies best suited to particular texts and particular purposes for 

reading, and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students 

for university, college, or the workplace.  

Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, University Preparation 

 

English as a Second Language, Level 1, Open (ESLAO) 

This course builds on students’ previous education and language knowledge to introduce 

them to the English language and help them adjust to the diversity in their new environment. 

Students will use beginning English language skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

for everyday and essential academic purposes. They will engage in short conversations using 

basic English language structures and simple sentence patterns; read short adapted texts; 

and write phrases and short sentences. The course also provides students with the 

knowledge and skills they need to begin to adapt to their new lives in Canada. 

Prerequisite: None 

 

English as a Second Language, Level 2, Open (ESLBO) 

This course extends students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in English for 

everyday and academic purposes. Students will participate in conversations in structured 

situations on a variety of familiar and new topics; read a variety of texts designed or adapted for 

English language learners; expand their knowledge of English grammatical structures and 

sentence patterns; and link English sentences to compose paragraphs. The course also supports 

students’ continuing adaptation to the Ontario school system by expanding their knowledge of 

diversity in their new province and country. 

Prerequisite: None 

 

English as a Second Language, Level 3, Open (ESLCO) 

This course further extends students’ skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English 

for a variety of everyday and academic purposes. Students will make short classroom oral 

presentations; read a variety of adapted and original texts in English; and write using a variety of 

text forms. As well, students will expand their academic vocabulary and their study skills to 

facilitate their transition to the mainstream school program. This course also introduces 

students to the rights and responsibilities inherent in Canadian citizenship, and to a variety of 

current Canadian issues. 

Prerequisite: None 
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Advanced Functions, Grade 12, University Preparation (MHF4U)  

This course extends students’ experience with functions. Students will investigate the properties 

of polynomial, rational, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions; develop techniques for 

combining functions; broaden their understanding of rates of change; and develop facility in 

applying these concepts and skills. Students will also refine their use of the mathematical 

processes necessary for success in senior mathematics. This course is intended both for students 

taking the Calculus and Vectors course as a prerequisite for a university program and for those 

wishing to consolidate their understanding of mathematics before proceeding to any one of a 

variety of university programs. 

Prerequisite: Functions, Grade 11, University Preparation, or Mathematics for College 

Technology, Grade 12, College Preparation 

 

Calculus and Vectors, Grade 12, University Preparation (MCV4U)  

This course builds on students’ previous experience with functions and their developing 

understanding of rates of change. Students will solve problems involving geometric and 

algebraic representations of vectors and representations of lines and planes in three-

dimensional space; broaden their understanding of rates of change to include the derivatives of 

polynomial, sinusoidal, exponential, rational, and radical functions; and apply these concepts 

and skills to the modelling of real-world relationships. Students will also refine their use of the 

mathematical processes necessary for success in senior mathematics. This course is intended for 

students who choose to pursue careers in fields such as science, engineering, economics, and 

some areas of business, including those students who will be required to take a university-level 

calculus, linear algebra, or physics course. 

  

Online Course Technical Requirements 

Northern Maple High School offers online course credits based on the Moodle platform, which is 

relatively simple to navigate. Each course also includes detailed instructions on how to proceed 

through the course. There are minimum technical requirements, both software and hardware, that 

students are expected to meet, to ensure an effective experience online. 

 

Software 

In addition to a reliable internet connection, a suitable interface is required to view the course 

content. Suitable devices include smartphones, tablets, and laptop or desktop computers. The 

school website and Moodle platform is viewable on Android, Windows, and Mac operating systems. 

At least Windows 10 or the latest Mac OS are recommended, along with the latest version of a web 

browser, such as Safari, Google Chrome, or Microsoft Edge. Microsoft Word and Adobe Reader are 

also required to view documents in .doc or .pdf formats. 
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Hardware 

Speakers and microphones are required for conversations and meetings with peers and teachers. 

Webcams may also be required for examinations in specific courses. 

 

Acceptable Use Policy 

Northern Maple High School offers students access to school’s information technology network, 

including the school cloud and learning management system features. The technological 

components are provided for educational purposes and to support the academic experience of 

students and teachers alike.  

To access the school’s technological resources, students must follow the Acceptable Use Policy for 

continued, streamlined access: 

Students 

• Students must respect and protect the privacy of others by: 

o Using only the account details provided for their exclusive use. 

o Only viewing, using, and transporting information and data to which they are 

authorized. 

• Students must access the electronic resources in a responsible and secure manner by: 

o Not damaging any information or school technological property.  

o Reporting security breaches or risks and technical concerns to teachers or the IT 

department. 

o Protecting information and resources shared with others, with permission. 

All Users 

• All online electronic resources users must respect and protect intellectual property by: 

o Following copyright laws of different forms of media, including images, videos, and 

online audio recordings. 

o Citing sources when using others’ work (See Academic Honesty policy) 

o Not intentionally accessing, transmitting, copying, or creating material that violates the 

school’s code of conduct and/or that is illegal (See School Code of Conduct) 

Network administrators and other authorized personnel monitor the use of information technology 
resources to help ensure that uses are secure and in conformity with school policies. 
Administrators reserve the right to examine, use, and disclose any data found on the school’s 
information networks in order to further the health, safety, discipline, or security of any student or 
other person, or to protect property. The school reserves the right to determine which uses 
constitute acceptable use and to limit access to such uses. The school also reserves the right to limit 
the time of access and use. 


